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National Parks Come to Flower Show  
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Staffing to transport plant     

material.  Tuesday, March 1st, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., five volunteers are needed at 

the Horticulture Center greenhouse in     

Fairmount Park to wrap the ferns for 

transportation to the Convention Center.  

We expect to have plant sleeves to facili-

tate the wrapping. Folks with an SUV or 

van would be especially welcome to 

transport the wrapped ferns.  Please  

contact Bill Bondinell (484-467-2384 - 

mobile)  if you can assist with packing 

and/or transportation.  3 vans necessary.   

Staffing for the exhibit set-up.  
Wednesday, March 2nd, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Seven volunteers are needed at the      

exhibit site to unpack, groom, and plant 

the ferns and other material.  Please con-

tact Tom Tomer (215-887-3683) if you 

are able to do that.  There will be tables 

for grooming.  Planting will involve 

kneeling in soft mulch. Details regarding 

tools and transportation will follow. 

Staffing for welcoming visitors to 

our exhibit. More ñsittersò are needed 

to staff the display in 4-hour shifts. 

March 5-13.  Contact Clara Bondinell 

( 610-647-9337)  to reserve your spot. 

T he preparation for the flower show exhibit is progressing 

well.  Tom Whitefield has constructed 

and delivered the mulch retainer to 

John Albrightôs studio for painting.  

Tom and Janet have also collected    

several stumps, snags, and logs from 

their property for the exhibit. If you 

have a hardy fern potted for forcing, 

contact Bill Bondinell immediately.  

We have been in contact with Kristin 

Gibbs, Supervisory Park Ranger of the 

Delaware Water Gap National Recrea-

tion Area and she is making arrange-

ments to provide Park brochures and 

other handouts of interest.  Kristin also 

expects to send a Park Ranger to be at 

our exhibit during selected times to   

answer questions about the Water Gap. 

Painting the background.     

Preparation of the background muslin 

began on Saturday, January 9th, and the 

actual painting will start on the 17th.  As 

of that date we will have seven Satur-

days to complete the mural under John 

Albrightôs supervision. At this point we 

think enough  personnel have volun-

teered to finish the painting.  Weôll       

e-mail if more are needed. 

Delaware Valley  
Fern and Wildflower Society 

DVFWS Features                                                                     

Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area 
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ñDuring 

the 

winter 

we 

dream of 

places 

we would 

like to 

explore!ò 

Longwoodôs  
Meadow 

From the Presidentôs Desk 

Hello all,  

Each New Year brings new    

ideas, goals and thoughts to    

reflect upon.  This past year 

brought unusual weather to us 

with a winter to remember, a 

long hot summer, and a fall that 

never ended. How do we adjust 

to these changes in weather    

patterns, let alone the plants and 

animals?  The weather surely 

challenges the internal clocks of 

everything dependent on it. Iôm 

sure you have seen forsythia, 

mahonia and cherry trees bloom-

ing on Christmas Day. Hopefully 

the cold dieback will not be too 

severe. 

After visiting the light and     

garden displays at Longwood on 

a damp but balmy evening, I 

marveled at the variety of plants 

that are able to grow in our tem-

perate zone.  We strolled past the 

ñmeadowò, where the fields are 

left to be natural instead of      

cultivated.  This area was new to 

us and we were glad to see that 

our native flora has a place in a 

botanical garden. I have been to 

the New York Botanical Garden 

which has a similar natural area.  

This is a wonderful way to 

showcase our natives. 

We will be showing off our    

native ferns in our display this 

year at the Flower Show.  The 

Delaware Water Gap is our National 

Park of focus, and Iôm sure it will be a 

reflection of the beauty of the area. 

Take note of the dates and times that 

help is needed to produce the Flower 

Show display.  This may be the year 

that you can contribute to help sleeve 

ferns or move materials for the 

display. 

During the winter we dream of places 

we would like to explore or revisit to 

see a certain species that was over-

looked before.  We are planning our 

field trip list from your suggestions. 

Hopefully you will be able to add 

many field trips to your calendar.   If 

you have a destination that you would 

like to share, or if you are willing to 

host our group at your personal      

garden, please let me know. We plan 

on having a complete listing at our 

March meeting.   

Our March 19, 2016 meeting will be 

held at the Morris Arboretum. It is  

just after the Flower Show, so that 

new members can attend and join in  

our events.   This location offers an       

excellent room for our meetings and a 

great vista to visit afterwards.   

Who knows how this winter and early 

spring will turn out? It may be early, 

or surprise us with a long cool spring.  

As always, enjoy this natural world. 

See you at the meeting and on the 

trails. 

Karen R. Mohn, President 
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A brief business meeting of Delaware Valley Fern 

and Wildflower Society was held following the 40th   

Anniversary Celebration Luncheon at Williamson's 

Restaurant, Horsham, PA.  Karen Mohn presided.  

Forty three members were present. 

The items of business were: 

§ Many thanks were extended to the organizers of 

the 40th Anniversary Luncheon 

 Clara Bondinell - chairman 

 Lois Brooks - reservations 

 Bill Bondinell - anniversary booklets 

 Margaret Scott - centerpieces and door prizes 

 John Scott - Program 

§ Karen Mohn's request for volunteers to fill      

unoccupied positions resulted in Bernie Cabana 

and Lois Brooks taking responsibility for        

Programs and Membership respectively.  David 

Lauer offered to help with field trips.   

§ The 2016 Flower Show is March 5-13.  Tom 

Tomer, returning to his former position as chair-

man of the Flower Show Committee after the  

resignation of Mary Tipping, reported that work 

on the exhibit, "Nature's Palette, " is progressing 

well. He showed a model of the exhibit and asked 

for volunteers to assist with the work ahead.   

§ Bill Bondinell will need helpers to care for 

the ferns growing at the Horticulture    

Center greenhouse from December 

through February, and for moving them to 

the Convention Center the week prior to 

the Show.  Contact Bill at  

wbondinell@gmail.com 

§ Clara Bondinell circulated a sign-up sheet 

for the four-hour periods of sitting with the       

exhibit during the Show.  Contact Clara at 

cbondinell@gmail.com 

§ Help is needed to paint the background 

mural for our exhibit, under the direction 

of our artist John Albright, at his studio in 

Germantown on Saturday mornings in   

January and February.  Also Tom Tomer 

will need help in setting up and taking 

down the exhibit before and after the show 

on Tuesday, 3/1/16, Wednesday, 3/2/16, 

and Sunday evening 3/13/16.   Contact 

Tom Tomer at tdtomer@juno.com if you 

are able to help with any of these tasks.   

The next business meeting is scheduled for 

March 19, 2016, 10AM at Morris Arboretum.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Wilhelm, Secretary  

Model of ñNatureôs Paletteò, Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, for 2016 Flower Show 



  

 

BOWMAN 'S H ILL  W ILD FLOWER  PRESERVE  

W INTER  L ECTURE  SERIES  
 

Shake off the winter doldrums by joining us for our annual Winter Lecture Series. This popular series fea-

tures presentations by fascinating speakers on eight Sundays in January and February, from 2 - 3 p.m. 

Knowledgeable lecturers address a wide range of topics related to natural history, biodiversity, ecological 

gardening, native plants, native wildlife and other related topics. 

All lectures are held in the Auditorium in the Preserveôs Visitor Center with general admission seating. 

For more information, please call (215) 862-2924. Join us for an energizing and enlightening experience! 

2016 W INTER  L ECTURE  SERIES  T ICKET  PRICES :  

Members and fulltime students: $8 per lecture 

Non-members: $12 per lecture 

Educational program fees include admission to the Preserve. We accept and encourage pre-registration: 

(215) 862-2924.  Lectures are often sold out.  Walk-ins welcome as space permits. Seating for all lectures 

is general admission, so please arrive early to get the seat of your choice.  

2016 R EMAINING  W INTER  L ECTURE  SERIES  SCHEDULE : 

January 17: The Gardens of the Founding Fathers - Irwin Richman, Ph.D. 

January 24: Plant Galls of PA and the Northeast - Carol Mapes, Ph.D. 

January 31: Understanding Environment in the Context of Community - Kathryn Semmens, Ph.D. 

February 7:  Suburban Garden Retrofit: Increasing Biodiversity In Your Home Garden - Mary 

Myers, Ph.D. 

 

February 14: Gardening Among the Deer - Kathy Salisbury 

February 21: In A Nutshell: Animal-Mediated Dispersal of the Oaks - Michael Steele, Ph.D. 

February 28:  Monarch Migrations: A Natural Wonder At Risk? - John Drummond 

For presentation descriptions, check the Calendar of Events www.bhwp.org 

Editorôs Note:  We had a great program and field trip to Bowmanôs Hill Wildflower     

Preserve last year.  Since we have no field trips or meetings until March, we thought you 

might enjoy attending some of these lectures.   

Page 4 



  

 

Page 5 

 

Members Bernie and Terry Cabana have brought to our attention a wonderful gathering of experts 

and wildflower enthusiasts in what is sometimes referred to as the ñWildflower National Park.ò  

This spring it is being held April 19th to 23rd, based out of Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 

    http://www.springwildflowerpilgrimage.org/   

The Pilgrimage offers 146 programs over four days during the peak of the spring flowering season.  

Professionally guided walks and indoor presentations explore the regionôs rich natural and cultural 

resources. Most programs are conducted on the trails in the Park, while indoor programs are      

presented in the Mills Conference 

Center in Gatlinburg. Last year 

our good friend Larry Klotz led 

some of the walks.  The brochure 

for this year is not available at this 

printing, but go to the link above 

to be on their e-mail list for notifi-

cation.  Prior registration fees 

were $50 for one day, $75 for the 

entire 5 days.  Who would not go 

for multiple days!  Tom and Janet 

Whitefield, Lois and Michael 

Brooks, and Bernie and Terry  

Cabana plan to attend.  For the 

birders among us, many walks 

concentrate on birds and photog-

raphy.  Wonôt you join us?  

Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage 

in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park 

http://www.springwildflowerpilgrimage.org/

